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Viceroy announced to the Legislative Assembly that His Majesty's
Government would hold a Round Table Conference in the autumn.
In   March   Mr.   Gandhi  inaugurated   the  Civil   Disobedience
campaign by breaches of the law relating to the production
and sale of salt.    He was arrested and interned at  Yeravda
jail,    The Viceroy issued Ordinances proscribing the Congress
and its working Committee.    Widespread disturbances through-
out the country led to arrests of Congress leaders and their
followers.    From April to December no less than 54,000 persons
were  convicted of offences resulting from Civil Disobedience
Movement.    Mr. V. J. Patel resigned his Presidentship of the
Assembly and later was sentenced to six months' imprisonment
for breaches of law.    In June the Report of the Statutory Com-
mission was published, but its reception in India was unfavour-
able.   The import duty on cotton piece-goods was raised from
ii to 15 per cent, and an additional protective duty was levied
on certain classes of piece-goods  of non-British origin.    The
Governor-General dissolved the Assembly.    The Congress Party
boycotted the  elections.     On  the  8th  of  July, India House
(office of the High Commissioner for India) was opened by His
Majesty the King-Emperor, accompanied by Queen Mary,
Indian Liberals attempted to come to an agreement with the
Congress leaders who were still in prison.   Their demand was
that the Round Table Conference should undertake to draw up
a scheme for Dominion Status Constitution for India.   Sir Tej
Bahadur and Mr. Jayakar issued a statement in regard to their
negotiations with Congress.    The statement was presented to
Parliament (Cmd. 3728).    On November 12 the First Round
Table Conference was opened by His Majesty.   The announce-
ment was made of Lord Willingdon's appointment as the next
Viceroy.
1931-1936 - Lord Willingdon> Viceroy
1931 - The First Round Table Conference concluded its session
on January 19. Mr. Gandhi and other Congress leaders were
released. After the " Delhi Pact " was concluded between the
Viceroy (Lord Irwin) and Mr. Gandhi, the Assembly recorded its
satisfaction that a settlement had been reached. The Finance

